Old Spring Branch Bugler
April 2020 * abril 2020

Heavy Trash Pick-Up

Recolección de Basura Pesada

Fourth Thursday of the month (unless falls on holiday)

Cuarto jueves del mes (menos en días feriados)

Thursday, April 23: JUNK WASTE

jueves, 23 de abril: Basura Chatarra

Thursday, May 28: TREE WASTE

jueves, 28 de mayo: Desechos Verdes

PLEASE REMEMBER:
OLD SPRING BRANCH IS A DEED-RESTRICTED COMMUNITY.
For further information, please attend our monthly meetings.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

I suppose by now, we all have gotten to know our family
a lot better. ”Who are you?” “What is your name?” 

Jo Lightsey
As the President of the OSBCA, I went to the
Board of Directors and the Committee Chairpersons
“on line” to make the decision about “NO Monthly
meeting,” of course, but to have the “Bugler.” It
was our decision to keep you, our residents,
informed.
I know that the monthly Bugler calendar is read.
Hopefully, you will have a look at the other Bugler
contents.
There is no need to reinvent the news wheel from
our local and national government. We want you to
see that we are trying to keep you informed of news
and issues in our community.
I do hope you are “hunkered” down in your homes
following the “safety rules” of our city. WE are the
future of this virus. WE are the ones who will stop
the spread. STAY AT HOME!

This “Stay at Home” time is an excellent opportunity to
be creative in our yards and do that house cleaning we
don’t usually do. Clean the closets, reorganize the
garage, straighten the drawers, and binge TV programs,
to name a few activities.
I am hoping that our neighborhood is well and taking
care of itself. Continue to be aware of suspicious
activities in our area. Disease does not stop crooks.
Call 713-887-3131, downtown if not an emergency; 9-11, if a crime is in process. OSB COP patrollers are trying
to keep an eye on our property and residents.
Thank you Council member Amy Peck for reminding
how important is to have sent in your Census report.
There is still time to send that information in.
Be patient and KIND. After all, we are all in this
together.
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Reports
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Follow us for OSBCA updates and news!

Check out our website!

Facebook.com/OSBCA

neighborhoodlink.com/Old_Spring_Branch
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GARBAGE AND RECYCLING PICK-UP
Jo Lightsey

Thank goodness the Solid Waste Dept. is still working for us. The pick-up
schedule is pretty much on time. It is still important that we, as residents, do our
part. Place the garbage and recycle containers at least three feet apart when put
on curbside.
A lot of yard work is going on. Remember, in order to have yard clippings,
leaves, weeds, etc., picked up, one must place them in City of Houston approved
100% compostable lawn and leaf bags.
I have found that the best bags are found at Home Depot. They are 33 gallon in size, 20 in a box,
EcoGuard brand. These bags are collected every Friday. Black bags on curbside = Green
tagged…No pick up.
Don’t be guilty of putting these black bags in the garbage bin. Yep, we have all been guilty of doing
it. It is against City of Houston Code. Please use the approved leaf bags. Tied bundles of tree limbs
and bushes, 3 to 4 feet in length, no more than 40 lbs in weight, will also be collected on Fridays.
Please continue to follow the Heavy Trash schedule. Residents have been unusually good about
following this schedule.
Thank you, LMC, for continuing to take care our OSB Esplanades
at Hammerly/Wirt Rd. and Antoine/Long Point.

YARD GOALS
By the end of April, OSB should have many good looking yards. I put the “Criteria for Yards” in the
March Bugler. Hopefully, folks saved that article. However, if you did not, I am putting the criteria
in again below.
The “Yard Hawk” will ride looking for those outstanding yards during the last week of April. The
results will appear in the May Bugler.

CRITERIA FOR YARDS OF THE MONTH








Green, mowed and edged
General neatness (No visible garbage
or clutter.)
Shrubs and trees neatly pruned
Walks, driveways, and curbs swept
and clean
Nice over-all landscaping design
Color Contrast = Flowers, shrubs, etc.
City of Houston Codes and OSB Deed
Restrictions must be observed

In addition:






No dead plants
No out of season Christmas lights
Buildings, fences, porches and patios
in good repair
Have no indoor furniture on porches
or patios
Must be attractive and pleasing to the
eye

Thanks to Campbell Woods for use of its yard criteria.
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CRIME REPORTS: FEBRUARY 26 – MARCH 31
Listed below are the reported incidents filed with the Houston Police Department for February 26 to March
31, 2020.






Five reports of Assault (simple assault): 3/3 at 6a at 1800 block of Antoine Dr, 3/4 at 6a at 7800 block
of Long Point, 3/12 at 1a at 7700 block of Long Point and at 3p at same location and 3/18 at 2p at
1900 block of Johanna
Two reports of Theft (Counterfeiting, Forgery) on 3/11 at 10p at 2000 block of Johanna and on 3/14 at
12p at 7800 block of Long Point
Two reports for Robbery: one on 3/7 at 7p at 7800 block of Long Point and on 3/8 at 6a at 7800 block
of Hammerly
Two reports for Theft from Vehicle (Motor Vehicle Theft) on 3/7 at 3p at 7800 block of Hammerly
and on 3/10 at 7a at 7700 block of Amelia
One report for Theft from Vehicle on 3/18 at 8p at 1800 block of Thonig

Please note that the above information was gathered from the cityprotect.com.

CITIZENS ON PATROL UPDATE
Virginia Lehman
Happy Easter! We reported a total of 34 patrol
hours for the month of February and 32.75 patrol
hours for March.

There have been increase reports of ‘gunfire’ in the
neighborhood, if you hear gunfire, please call the
police at 713-884-3131.

Our dedicated patrollers are maintaining the
required hours of patrolling by Houston Police
Department and will continue to strive to reach that
goal every month.

We have noticed a vacant house that seems to have
been vandalized the last couple of days and we will
contact the Houston Police about it. We all need to
stay alert and report any incidents that seem
suspicious. If you see something, please call the
police at 713-884-3131 (their non-emergency phone
number). If it is a life-threatening situation, please
call 911!

We have noticed an increase of walkers and
homeowners working in their yards the last couple
of weeks due to our ‘stay at home’ guidelines.
It’s nice to take a break from our ‘stay at home’ to
get some fresh air and exercise! We have
witnessed neighbor helping neighbor, dropping off
groceries or asking if you need anything.

If you would like to volunteer for the Citizens in
Patrol program, please contact Virginia Lehman at
832-748-8088 or Loretta Nalley at 832-868-8751.

Mike Brubaker, SRA
President
7626 Hammerly
Houston, Texas 77055
713-464-4666 | 713-464-4669 fax
brubakerandassociates.com
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SENIOR CITIZENS CRIME PREVENTION
Houston Police Department website
A lifetime of experience coupled with physical problems associated with aging often make older
Americans fearful of being victims of burglaries, robberies, physical assaults and other violent crimes.
However, the greatest crimes against senior citizens comes from fraud and con games.
Personal Safety
 Go with family, friends
or a group if possible
rather than by yourself
when going to the store,
bank and doctor.
 Use direct deposit for
any checks you receive
such as your Social
Security and retirement
payments.
 Avoid displaying large
amounts of cash or other
tempting items, such as
expensive jewelry,
clothing and wraps.

Safety at Home
 Lock your doors and windows.
 Do not let strangers in your home.
 Do not judge a book by its cover, well-dressed people
commit crimes and so do women.
 If you have not called or signed up for social services,
free groceries or medical attention, do not let a
stranger convince you that you need their services.
 If you have called for services, check the person’s
identification before they enter your home.
 Never let anyone know that you live alone or at home
alone.
 Work out a ‘buddy’ system with a friend to check on
each other. As soon as a stranger appears, call a
trusted neighbor to come over.
 Consider a home alarm system that provides
monitoring for burglary, fire, and medical
emergencies.

MEMBERSHIP
Loretta Nalley

What is special about the month of April? LOVE. Easter is also called Resurrection Sunday or Pascha
Full Moon, which is the first full Moon of Spring. April 13, 2020. April is named for Aphrodite, the
Greek goddess of love. Which in turns means - At this moment in time we need to stay in touch with
our neighbors. Thank you for your support. We have 41 members.

EMAIL/CALL US TODAY!
713-956-0112 / dtaylor@window-cleaning.com
WINDOW CLEANING

SCREEN CLEANING

PRESSURE WASHING

GLASS RESTORATION

(PATIO FURNITURE, SIDING,
CONCRETE AND BRICK)

(REMOVE HARD WATER
STAINING)

GUTTER CLEANING

HIGH LIGHT BULB
CHANGING/CLEANING

Serving Spring Branch for over 50 years
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COMMON DEED RESTRICTIONS THAT LIMIT PROPERTY USE
You found your dream home. You love the house. You love the neighborhood. You love the limitations. Wait.
What?
Homebuyers need to be aware of a term called “Deed Restrictions.” Deed Restrictions are rules or regulations that
pertain to your new home or the plot of land it resides on. Deed Restrictions are commonly recorded in the
property’s deed. They may have been added by a Homeowners or Civic Association, the neighborhood, builder,
however, they in some way restrict something about the property or its use. Most common Deed Restrictions are
permanent and are not up for negotiation and everyone must fallow them.
COMMON DEED RESTRICTIONS
Not every property within our area has Deed Restrictions. Attend the next OSB monthly meeting to find out if your
area is Deed Restricted. Often restrictions are imposed in an attempt to maintain property value. Below, you’ll find
some of the most common and what they mean for you as a homeowner:
KEEP YOUR STUFF OUT OF SIGHT
Often neighborhoods and associations want to keep property values high. One of the easiest ways to do this is to tell
homeowners what they can, and can’t, keep in their front yards and/or in view from the street.
Most common observed violations within Deed Restricted areas and/or in view from the street would be:
 No 16-Wheel Trucks
 No mobile homes or RVs
 No boats and/or trailers
 No trailers of any kind
 No outdoor storage of trash and/or uncommon personal items in front of the residence
 No trash containers stored in view and/or in front of the residence
 No temporary structures or temporary car-port
 No cars with expired registration stickers or no license plate; cars that that don’t run and/or are not in
service, etc.
These restrictions generally don’t make stipulations based on condition of the item either. If you’re not allowed to
park an RV in your driveway, it doesn’t matter if it’s a luxury, top-of-the-line rock star-tour bus, or a broken down
jalopy.
BUSINESS IS BUSINESS
Some common Reed Restrictions prohibit running a business out of your home or erecting signs in your yard of any
type. Others limit your ability to parcel and/or subdivide your lot and sell it to others. The growing popularity of
companies like Airbnb, have brought into question a homeowner’s ability to rent out his/her home for a day at a
time in some areas as well. Knowing what can and can’t be done in and around your home is important to be
respectful to your neighbors, not receive Deed Restriction Violation Notices and/or possible litigation.
DETAILS MATTER
Some Deed Restrictions cover general property appearances such as a portion of the veneer must consist of brick or
stone material, deteriorated siding and/or trim paint conditions, etc. Some communities require each home be a
minimum size or on a minimum size plot (so that homes aren’t clustered together or too tall). Most of these
restrictions were put in place long ago to safeguard our property value.
HOW DO I KNOW THE LIMITATIONS ON MY PROPERTY?
When you’re ready to buy a home in a certain area don’t go into the process unaware. Obtain a title search from
a reputable title company. Find out if there is a Civic or Homeowners Association. Ask if there are Deed
Restrictions within the area before purchasing. When you find the home of your dreams, work with a Realtor and/or
title company to ensure you know everything about the residence before buying. These Professionals should explain
the Deed Restrictions on your property and what it means for your use. Some restrictions may already be known,
but having the information before you sign the documents will help you understand any limitations you might face
as owners.
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LIVE AND LEARN AND PASS IT ON
Excerpts taken from Vol. II
I am hoping that the following quotes will cheer us into a few grins for this month.
There are many, many quotes, but I am going to put in an excerpt from every age generation:









“I learned that it’s hard to lie when you are looking into your mother’s eyes.” -Age 9
“I’ve learned that you should never lend your brother your allowance.” -Age 11
“I’ve learned that if you pretend like you’re taking notes, the teacher won’t call on you.” - Age 21
“I’ve learned that being kind is more important than being right.” -Age 34
“I’ve learned that using a dollar’s worth of gas to save twenty-five cents on a cross-town purchase is
poor economics.” -Age 46
“I’ve learned that a lonely place in your heart can be filled by volunteer work.” -Age 54
“I’ve learned that if you hang something in a closet for a while, it shrinks at least two sizes.” -Age
77
“I’ve learned that I wouldn’t feel eighty-five years old if I didn’t look in the mirror.” -Age 85

GENTLE THOUGHTS FOR TODAY









The real art of conversation is not only to say the right thing at the right time, but also to leave
unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting moment.
The older you get, the tougher it is to lose weight, because by then your body and your fat have
gotten to be really good friends.
The easiest way to find something lost around the house is to buy a replacement.
He who hesitates is probably right.
If you think there is good in everybody, you haven't met everybody.
If you can smile when things go wrong, you have someone in mind to blame.
The sole purpose of a child's middle name is so he can tell when he's really in trouble.
Did you ever notice: When you put the 2 words "The" and "IRS" together it spells "Theirs?"

Aging









Eventually you will reach a point when you stop lying about your age and start bragging about it.
The older we get, the fewer things seem worth waiting in line for.
Some people try to turn back their odometers. Not me, I want people to know "why" I look this
way. I've traveled a long way and some of the roads weren't paved.
When you are dissatisfied and would like to go back to youth, think of Algebra.
You know you are getting old when everything either dries up or leaks.
One of the many things no one tells you about aging is that it is such a nice change from being
young.
Ah, being young is beautiful, but being old is comfortable.
Long ago when men cursed and beat the ground with sticks, it was called witchcraft. Today, it's
called golf.
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Old Spring Branch Civic Association
2019 – 2020 Membership Form
Name:
O
S
B
C
E-mail
A
2
Phone:
0
Cell:
0
Mailing
3
Address:
2
0
Would you like to be listed 0in the membership
directory?
□ Yes □ No 4
Address:

O
f
I am interested in the following
committee(s):
f
□ Beautification
□ Citizens on Patrol
i
□ Communications □ Deed
c Restrictions
□ Landscaping
□ Membership
e
r
□ Social
□ Special
Events
s
Annual Dues/Membership /Types:
B
□ $25.00
Property Represented
o
□ $12.50
Senior Citizens/Fixed
Income
a
r
□ $25.00
Business/Non-resident
d
□ New Application
□ Renewal
o
f
Membership Due Amount:
D
i
__________________Committee
r
Donation Amount
:
e
Total Payment
:
c
In applying for renewal or new tmembership, I agree to pay
o
dues and to support my civic association
to achieve a better
r
neighborhood.
s

Signature:
Date:

O
f
f
Membership dues are good for 5-1-19 through 4-30-20.
i
Bring form and payment to thec next meeting or mail to:
Old Spring Branch Civic
e Association
P. O. Box 55172
r
Houston, TX 77255-5172
s
Checks payable to Old Spring Branch Civic Association or OSBCA.

P
r
e
s

Asociación Cívica de Old Spring Branch
Formulario de Membrecía 2019 – 2020
Nombre:
Dirección:
Correo
Electrónico:
Dirección de
correspondencia:

¿Le gustaría formar parte del directorio de
membrecía? □ Sí □ No
Estoy interesado en los siguientes comités:
□ Embellecimiento □ Vigilancia de la Vecindad
□ Comunicaciones □ Restricciones de las Propiedades
□ Jardinería
□ Membrecía
□ Social
□ Eventos Especiales
Cuota Anual/Tipo de Membrecía:

□ $25.00
□ $12.50
□ $25.00

Propiedad Representada
Tercera Edad/Bajos Ingresos
Negocio/No resident

□ Nuevo Miembro

□ Renovando

Cantidad de la Cuota Anual:
__________________Comité
Cantidad de la Donación:
Pago Total:
Al solicitar membrecía nueva o al renovar, está de acuerdo
a pagar su cuota y apoyar a su asociación cívica a obtener
una vecindad mejor.

Firma:
Fecha:
Cuota de membrecía válida del 1-5-19 hasta 30-4-20.
Traiga el formulario y pago a la siguiente reunión o puede
mandarlo por correo a:
Old Spring Branch Civic Association
P. O. Box 55172
Houston, TX 77255-5172
Cheque a nombre de Old Spring Branch Civic Association o OSBCA.

Independent Retirement Living
for Seniors 55 yearsa +

REALTORS MARKET FOR MARCH
Rosario Machorro
Old Spring Branch
Number of Houses
Average Sales Price
Average Sales Piece Per Square Ft.
Days on the Market

Sold
1
$271,900
$183.10
148

Leased
1

$1,360
$.98
73

I hope you all are staying strong and safe
during these uncertain terms. I am sure
some of you may be wondering how the
real estate market is being affected.
Although things have slowed down,

buyers are still in the market and people are still looking to sell. There have been some delays on closings
due to COVID-19, and TAR has made accommodations with the release of a new promulgated form,
allowing for the closing to be extended whilst remaining in escrow.
Presently, there are 16 homes listed in the neighborhood for sale. There are four pending expected to
close in the next 35 to 95 days, the closings on some of these properties are primarily due to being new
construction. Average time on the market is 4.2 to 4.9 months, if priced correctly. As for homes for lease,
there are 3 active rental properties in the neighborhood and 1 currently pending.
HCAD has also sent out the value of properties for taxing purposes, if you recently purchased your home
and their assessment is over what you paid, all you need to do is send them a copy of your Closing
Disclosure and they will change the value. If you want to check the value of your home, dispute the HCAD
assessment or just have a real estate related question, please do not hesitate to give me a call at 713-3916533. I am here to help.

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS
Deadline: Friday, May 1, 2020
Got ideas or suggestions? Send them to sybilsanchez@yahoo.com, Subject line: OSBCA
The Old Spring Branch Civic Association publishes the Old Spring Branch Bugler monthly. OSB serves the area between Wirt & Antoine,
north of Long Point and southwest of Todd. Material in this publication may not be reproduced without permission from the OSBCA
communications committee. Due to time and space not all letters or articles may appear. Any correspondence must include your name and
address (which may be withheld upon request). Please print or type any submissions. For advertising information or to submit articles,
mail to: OSBCA Bugler; P. O. Box 55172, Houston Texas 77255-5172
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Old Spring Branch Civic Association
APRIL 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

domingo

lunes

martes

miércoles

jueves

5

6

7

Palm Sunday

8

Friday
viernes

9

World Health Day

12

13

14

15

ABRIL 2020
Saturday

16

sábado

10

11

Nat’l
Siblings Day

Nat’l Pet Day

17

18
May put out Heavy
Trash * Puede sacar
basura pesada

Easter

19

20

21

Bicycle Day

26

27

28

22

23
Heavy Trash –
JUNK

24

Earth Day

29

30

1

Int’l Dance Day

4

5

6

7

World
Laughter Day

Star Wars Day

Cinco de Mayo

Nat’l Nurses Day

Nat’l Day of
Prayer

OLD SPRING BRANCH CIVIC ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS
President:

Jo Lightsey

713-681-0560

Vice President:

Marvin Thielemann

713-682-9634

Secretary:

Linda Whatley

713-681-0560

Treasurer:

Virginia Lehman

832-748-8088

STREET REPRESENTATIVES
Antoine:

---Vacant ---

Counter Point
& Turquoise:

Anonymous

----

Harland & Todd:
Jacquelyn/

Georgia Meza
Mike McGeehon

713-688-2737
713-956-8446

Florence Armbruster

713-688-7546

2

Nat’l College
Decision Day

3

Nat’l Teacher Day

25

Arbor
Day

8
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OSBCA COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Advertising:
Gerry Thielemann, 713-682-9634
Beautification:
Jo Lightsey, 713-681-0560
Citizens on Patrol (COP):
Loretta Nalley, 832-868-8751
Virginia Lehman, 832-748-8088
Communications:
Sybil Sánchez, 832-722-2331
Lorna Gast, Bugler Mail Out
Deed Restrictions:
Committee of Five

Silverbonnet, Cedel ---Vacant --& W. Hammerly:

In-Touch:
Gerry Thielemann, 713-682-9634
Landscaping:
Nino Roman, 832-877-4701
Membership:
Loretta Nalley, 832-868-8751
Social:
Georgia Meza, 713-688-2737

Thonig:

---Vacant---

Website:

Woodvine:

Rosario Machorro

E. Hammerly:
Johanna:

713-391-6355

Christi Hicks, 281-460-5883
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